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Circles of Power by John Michael Greer clears away the outdated clutter that often obscures the

power and beauty of Golden Dawn methodology. Using this accessible book, you will be able to feel

for yourself the difference those techniques can make in your life.  Circles of Power takes the

Golden Dawn system and, for the first time, removes the links to the lodges. This makes powerful

Golden Dawn methods available for anyone. You will learn the nature of ritual magic and the tools

used in this philosophy, science, and spiritual path. Then you will learn practical, usable techniques

of magic which can be done by anyone, adept or novice, with very powerful results. Included are the

secrets of:  - Invoking and banishing - Middle Pillar exercises - Consecrating and working with the

magical tools - Making and using talismans - Invisibility and transformation - Spiritual development -

The formula of the Equinox  Circles of Power is written in a lucid and entertaining style, revealing

previously unknown aspects of the magical rites of the Golden Dawn. You will have a chance to

explore dozens of new rituals that have been developed from fragments and core documents of the

greatest magical order in the history of the modern Western world.  Circles of Power actually

revitalizes Western ceremonial magic by removing the unnecessary rhetoric and obscure jargon.

Everything is plainly and simply explained, and all the information you need to begin working within

this magical system is presented in a clear and concise manner.  Reading Circles of Power is the

next best thing to actually joining a Hermetic lodge. Get your copy today.
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Probably Greer's best work to date. I have to say I'm a fan of Greer's even though I have disliked a

couple of his other works but this book should be read and studied by those who're interested in

working ritual magic. I say should be because every ceremonial magical text is generally suggested

to be obtained and read by the novice if you take a look at the average website on this topic. Sadly

though many of those sites don't mention this book and I'm not sure why.The book is from a

straightforward Golden Dawn approach to the Western Mystery Tradition & ritual magic. Oh I hear

the groans now but let me say that the rites are pared down to their core and stripped of all that

ballyhoo traditionally associated with the G.: D.: material! That alone is worth the time to read thru

this manual. Also like Kraig's"Modern Magick", "Circles of Power" is intended to be a manual used

by the solitary practitioner though it can be adapted easily enough for group workings.Is there

anything in here that's not covered elsewhere? Not really and yet he does touch on some

interesting aspects regarding the Telesmatic Imagery techniques usually only mentioned in other

works. Also he does a nice job of explaining the rituals and why they're used instead of just saying

"practice this three times a day for the next two years" and leave it at that.One of the best things

about this book is the simple language the author uses to express his views and understanding of

the subject which in most cases one has to really struggle at first to get the gist of. Not so here. For

instance, on page 109 under the heading of "Contemplation" Greer writes: "The central factor in

contemplation, and the only aspect of it that can be called a 'technique' at all, is bare intention."

Nicely said.

Written by a true practicing magician, Circles of Power is a marvelous modern occult text full of

practical advice and formulae based on the Golden Dawn tradition, founded on Cabalistic

Magick.Greer synthesizes the Golden Dawn system concisely and clearly into an outstanding

modern Magickal Manual. It compares favorably to, if not better than, Kraig's Modern Magick or

Frater U.D.'s High Magick, two excellent similar books.Like those other books on Ceremonial

Magick, Greer covers the basics from theory to practice and offers exercises to learn the systems.

Unlike other books, however, he doesn't stop his book and suggest that you commit a month to

some exercise before turning a page. Though regular work and experimentation will reward the

practitioner, it's refreshing not to be asked by an author to stop reading a book in the middle of

it.Greer's excellent writing offers the reader no-nonsense, straight forward instruction like a well

written text book. Never is the reader in doubt as to the writer's genuine knowledge of the

material.Greer's commitment to excellence is shown in his choice to edit out all the Enochian

elements from the Golden Dawn Rituals he's presenting. Rather than just parrot what others have



said, (including the GD itself), he refrains because he feels his understanding and experience of that

part off the work is inadequate. The removal of these elements, by the way, detracts nothing from

the rituals and work he presents. He substitutes Cabalistic elements skillfully and effectively in their

stead. (I personally like the Enochian system and hope Greer eventaully delves into it and shares

his insights.)The weakest part of the book is Llewellyn's publishing.
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